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 POLI 140: Introduction to American Government and Politics, Fall 2015 
  
Professor: Mack Mariani      Office: 710 Schott Hall 
E-mail: marianim@xavier.edu                                       Cell:  (513) 508-6849       
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Introduction to the study of American political institutions and the policy making process.   This course 
fulfills requirements in the Political Science major, the Political Science minor, and the Political 
Communication minor.  In addition, the course is a social science elective in the Xavier Core Curriculum.  
The first module will focus on the Founding, with a focus on the Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, the Constitution and the Federalist/Anti-Federalist Debates.   The second 
module focuses on the institutions of American government, including the legislative, executive and 
judicial branches.  The third module examines the role of parties and interest groups, political partisanship 
and polarization, and the role of public opinion and civic participation in the American political system.  
The fourth module traces the ideological origins of the two major political parties.  We close the system 
with a short fifth module that considers important debates in American politics on the topics of 
globalization and national service.   
 
After taking this course, students will be able to: 
• describe the history, structure and significance of major institutions in American politics. 
• clearly explain the major theories in American politics discussed in the course. 
• critically evaluate competing explanations (theories) of political phenomenon. 
• apply major theories in American politics to contemporary political events and debates. 
• generate well-developed political arguments backed by evidence from books, journals, and 
secondary sources.  
 
As part of the Xavier Core Curriculum, this course aims to develop people of learning and reflection, 
integrity and achievement, in solidarity for and with others.  In addition to the objectives described above, 
the course addresses the following core learning objectives at the introductory level: 
• 1a: Students recognize and cogently discuss significant questions in the humanities, arts, and 
the natural and social sciences. 
• 5a: Students examine the diverse, complex and interdependent nature of people in the world. 
• 4a: Students describe and examine the multifaceted character of society and how the inclusion of 
different perspectives can influence one’s worldview 
  
OFFICE HOURS 
 
My office is located at Schott #710. My office hours are on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
10:00 am to 10:50 am.  I am also available by appointment at other times (MWF after 2:00 pm being the 
most convenient).  Contact me by e-mail (marianim@xavier.edu) or cell phone (513-508-6849) if you 
want to discuss something or set up another time to meet.  If you text me, please be sure to include your 
name at the end of the text.  Please do not send me important or time-sensitive messages on Canvas.  
Instead, send them to my Xavier e-mail at marianim@xavier.edu.  
 
CANVAS  
 
Course materials, including online readings, the syllabus, assignments and video lectures, will be 
accessible through the Canvas course management system.   All assignments and papers should be turned 
in on canvas unless I make an announcement otherwise.  
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BOOKS 
 
There is one required book for this course:   
 
• Wood, Gordon. 2002.  The American Revolution: A History.  New York: Modern Library.    
 
IMPORTANT NOTE ON BOOKS: We use the Gordon Wood American Revolution book right away.  
Pick up a hard copy of the Gordon Wood book at the bookstore if they have it, but DO NOT order a 
hard copy and wait for it to be delivered.   Typically, by the time the book gets here, we are done with 
it.   If they don't have a hard copy at the bookstore, download the Kindle version.  You can download the 
kindle app for free and read it on your computer (the app is free, but you have to pay for the book).   
 
GRADING POLICIES 
  
Your final score in the class will be based on your performance on the following 
assignments/requirements:  
 
10%  Assignments 
10% Web-Based Political News Project 
60% Module Quizzes (there are 4 of them, each worth 15%) 
20%    Final Exam 
  
Please note that grades will be based on the following scale: 
 
A 95.0%-100% 
A- 92.0-94.9% 
B+ 89.0-91.9% 
B 85.0-88.9% 
B- 82.0-84.9% 
C+ 79.0-81.9% 
C 75.0-78.9% 
C- 72.0-74.9% 
D 60.0-71.9% 
F < 60% 
 
Assignments - The online assignments will require you to engage the reading in advance of the lectures.  
These will be graded on a complete/incomplete basis.  If you do a good job, you will earn full credit for 
the assignment.  If you do not answer the question or do a poor job, you will receive an incomplete or be 
asked to resubmit the assignment. All late assignments that are handed in prior to the next scheduled class 
will receive a one-letter grade penalty (A becomes a B and so on).  Late assignments handed in after that 
point will receive a grade of fifty percent. Assignments are worth 10% of the course grade.   
 
Web-Based Political News Project Students in this course will participate in a web-based news 
assignment focused on the presidential primaries.  Students are expected to contribute regularly (2-3x per 
week) to the course blog.   Grade will be based on final portfolio that includes a copy of student 
submissions and a 1-2 page essay that summarizes your contributions and the lessons learned in the 
assignment.  The news assignment is worth 10% of the course grade.   
 
Module Quizzes - The class will be broken into five modules.  Each module will include a number of 
assignments and either an in-class quiz or the final exam.  The four module quizzes will cover material 
from class lectures and discussions, readings, multi-media content and assignments.  In total, the quizzes 
constitute 60% of your course grade. 
 
Final Exam – The final exam is essay-based and cumulative.  The final exam will be worth 20% of 
your course grade.  
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Participation – Students are expected to attend class, stay current with course readings, and actively 
participate in class discussions.   If you are frequently unprepared for class or have more than four 
unexcused absences, you may receive a participation penalty up to one full letter grade.  
 
Unfrozen Caveman Lawyer Rule - If you don’t know the answer to any open-ended question in a quiz 
or exam, tell me what you do know about something else we covered in class and you will receive partial 
credit.  For the origins of this rule, check out this video: http://videosift.com/video/SNL-Unfrozen-
Caveman-Lawyer. DO NOT EVER LEAVE AN OPEN-ENDED ANSWER BLANK.  Blank answers 
receive a zero, but partial, incomplete (or even completely wrong answers) may receive partial credit.   
 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
 
Students with Disabilities - Any student in need of accommodation based on the impact of a 
documented disability should notify the course instructor and contact the Learning Assistance Center at 
513-745-3280 or e-mail jonesc20@xavier.edu to coordinate reasonable accommodations. 
 
Learning Assistance Center - The Learning Assistance Center (LAC) provides support services to 
facilitate learning.  The LAC has two main purposes:  tutoring and disability services.  The tutoring 
services include subject specific tutoring, drop-in sessions, study skills assistance, and Supplemental 
Instruction (SI). For students with documented disabilities, services include accommodations such as 
extended time on exams, reduced distraction testing environment, note-taking assistance, and assistive 
technology.  The LAC is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 514. The web address 
is: http://www.xavier.edu/lac/ . 
 
Writing Center - The Writing Center offers free one-on-one tutoring on writing assignments for all 
Xavier students.  The Writing Center is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 400.  
http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/ 
 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 
Academic Honesty Policy - The pursuit of truth demands high standards of personal honesty. Academic 
and professional life requires a trust based upon integrity of the written and spoken word. Accordingly, 
violations of certain standards of ethical behavior will not be tolerated at Xavier University. These include 
theft, cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized assistance in assignments and tests, unauthorized copying of 
computer software, the falsification of results and material submitted in reports or admission and 
registration documents, and the falsification of any academic record including letters of recommendation. 
All work submitted for academic evaluation must be the student's own. The direct and unattributed use of 
another's efforts is prohibited, as is the use of any work untruthfully submitted as one's own.  
 
Copyright Policy - Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the 
material. To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages 
you to visit the library copyright Web page and download the following for reference purposes: 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/copyright/copyright_policy_2009.pdf 
 
Xavier University, Canvas & Blackboard course sites contain copyrights held by the instructor, other 
individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law 
and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the 
materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided 
that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this 
notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from 
the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed 
in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no 
responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
1. August 24, 26, 28 Course Introduction 
Introduction/Syllabus 
The Scope of Conflict 
The State of Nature & Claims to Rule 
 
2. August 31, Sept. 2, 4 The Founding 
The American Creed 
The Articles of Confederation 
The Constitutional Convention 
 
3. September 9, 11 Federalists and Antifederalists 
The Federalist Papers & Federalist #10 
America’s Two Political Languages 
9/7: No Class (Labor Day) 
4. September 14, 16, 18 The Founding Moment 
The Constitution and Political Time 
Federalism 
9/18: Module 1 Quiz 
5. September 21, 23, 25 The Legislative Branch 
What is Representation? 
Delegates and Trustees 
Unorthodox Lawmaking 
 
6. September 28, 30 & 
October 2 
The Executive Branch 
Historical and Constitutional Theories 
Political and Institutional Theories 
Psychological Theories of the Presidency 
 
7. October 5, 7 Presidential Politics 
The Judicial Branch 
The Least Dangerous Branch? 
The Court’s Impact on America 
10/9: No Class (Fall Break) 
8. October 12, 14, 16 The Politics of the Court 
The Affordable Care Act 
10/16: Module 2 Quiz 
9. October 19, 21, 23 Parties and Participation 
Political Parties 
Parties, Patronage and Elections 
Polarization 
 
10. October 26, 28, 30 Interest Groups and Fragmentation 
Mobilization of Interest Groups 
 
11. November 2, 4, 6 Participation and Citizenship 
Bowling Alone 
Citizenship Norms 
11/6: Module 3 Quiz 
12. November 9, 11, 13 Ideological Origins of the Parties 
Inequality and the Four Freedoms 
The New Deal & Keynesian Economics 
The Conservative Critique 
 
13. November 16, 18, 20 The Citizen and the State 
The Great Society 
Rendezvous with Destiny 
 
14. November 23 The New Left and Social Conservatism 11/25 & 11/27: No Class  
15. November 30, 
December 2, 4 
The Age of Reagan 
Globalization 
Resolved: Polarization is a Good Thing 
Resolved: This Generation is the Worst Generation 
12/4: Module 4 Quiz 
16. December 7, 9, 11 Debates in American Politics 
Compulsory Pulbic Service? 
Nudge? 
 
17. Exam Week Final Exam Final Exam Schedule:  
12/16: 12pm-1:50 pm (Sec. 02) 
12/18, 10am-11:50 am (Sec 01) 
